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Embassy does not intend take initiative notifying Czechs 
until so instructed. If Czechs inquire will confirm landing 
and state violation air space being investigated. 

Assume ve will eventually offer return plane follovlng Bay 
desired intelligence exploitation by USAFE, giving estimate 
cost. Whether ve should also demand payment $5,650 previous- 
Iv owed Air Force (compare DEPTEL 233 repeated Bonn 318 I May 
14, 195 ^)depends mainly on estimate value plane. Department 
recalls case; Bayreuth February 5 , 1954 incident, Czechs paid ^ 
bill (Embassy Despatch 46 August 4, I 954 copy to Bonn) and 
case tvo American jets June 195d vhen Czechs returned planes 
prior our payment. Our estimate is if Czechs want plane they 
■will pay subsequent to delivery as In Bayreuth case. If we 
make payment previously owed amount condition for return likely 
Czechs will make no (repeat no) payments and plane will not 

be returned unless its value very considerably exceeds total 
both charges. 

Incidentally from files here appears Czechs have not been told 
we would hold future planes as security for Rhine-Main charges. 
If we do not make payment Rpine-Main charges condition delivery 
this plane will if Department concurs subsequently transmit 
note correcting this apparent oversight. 
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Reference is made to Bonn*a telegram no* 604 to Heidelberg of 
April 5, 1955 and to other previous correspondence regarding the 
Czechoslovak Sokol sport plane which crash-landed in the Federal 
Republic May 12, 1954* *^10 Department concurs with proposed 

USAREUR disposition of t^ase* 
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with reference to the Czechoslovak alroraft which landed near 
Rohberg, April 14^ 1955 with two Czechoslovak escapees, and to / 
Brassy Prague's 360 of April 15, 1955, the Department suggests 
that Bonn transmit to Embassy Prague a bill for expenses in 
connection with return of the aircraft to the Czechoslovak bordefei^ 
Prague may then present bill to the Forel^ Office with note along 
the lines of the Embassy's note 28 of July 19, 1954. 

With reference to the suggestion included in the Department's 
telegram 258 of June 8, 1954 to Prague, repeated to HICOG Bonn 3464 
that return of the Sokol plane be made conditional on the 
Czechoslovak Government paying such previous charges as $5650 owed 
in connection with return of aircraft which landed at Rhein-lfeln 
in March 1953, it is noted that the Embassy did not include this 
po^t in its note to the Foreign Office in July 1954 and has not 
yet attempted to use this warning. In view of this history and the 
apparently limited value of the aircraft presently involved, the 

Department believes that it would bo preferable not to advance such 
a condition in this case either. 
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yet received suggested bill for expenses connection return 
aircraft and havd thus not communicated with Foreign Office 
this subject. Request Bonn inform y.mbagsv to tal charges which 
Czechs must pay l*or delivery aircraft Rozvadov. 
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With reference to Embassy telegram 436 of June 14, 1955, there ^e tranamittedTI 
herewith an unofficial translation of the note received from the Ministry of For¬ 
eign Affairs concerning Karel KUCERA and Zdenek NACHMULNKR, two civilian air force v 
technicians who escaped by flying a light airplane from Kolin, Czechoslovakia to ^ ■ 
Rohrberg, German Federal Republic on April 14, 1955* ^ 


FOR TflE AMBASSADOR* 


uJ 


cvi 


Albert W« Sherer, Jr* 
First Secretary of Itaibasey 


I.-. 

^ I--. 

nr. 

ij t 










C\J 


f jt/? 


o: 


11 j 





Encloaiir 

]/ L. 


e: 












r^i 






iSL 


Unofficial Translation 
Foreign Office Note 

No. 118.195/55-iffiOA 


of 


.i 






rri 




(V/> 

>1 






■•I 


Dept please send copies tos Bonn 

and USPoIad, USAREUR 


AWShererJri 

HEPOIITE* 


OFFICIAL 


ONLY 



L 


ACTION COPY 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 




The action office must return thle permanent record copy to DC/R fllee with an endonetnent of action ♦•aen . 


cn 




I 

01 

oi 






^age--o^, 

Desp. No_ 

From_ 


No, liea95/55-ABOA 


OFFICIAL P3E ONLY 

( Classification ) 


UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 


Page 


End, No- 
Dcsp, No. 
From_ 






The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Snbassy of 
the United States of America and has the honor to advise as follows t 

On April 13 , 1955/^at 23*30 hours two Czechoslovak citizens - Karel Kucera, 
aged 21 and Zdenek Na^hmulner, aged 20 - stole a Walter-Minor sports two-seater 
aircraft together with other objects, damaged the hangar equipment and other 
property. 

On April 14, 1955 at 03:15 hours they took off in the direction of the 
United States Zone in Western Germany, According to the information available 
to the Czechoslovak authorities the aircraft canrying the two men landed on an 
airdrome near Regensburg in the morning hours of April 14, 1955* 

In carrying out their robbery they waylaid the guard of the civilian airdrome 
and used extreme violence against him. 


By their above mentioned acts on 
citizens Karel Kucera and Zdenek Nach 
Czechoslovak laws qualify as criminal 
robbery and grand larceny. 


April 13 and 14, 1955 the two Czechoslovak 
[ulner conEnitted criminal offences which the 
acts of restrtotlng personal freedom. 


For that reason the Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests the occupation 
authorities of the United States of America in Western Germany to surrender both 
the above-named Czechoslovak citizens and to arrange for the return of the sports 
two-seater Walter-Minor aircraft, serial number of fuselage 145, manufactured in 
1946 , number of motor 199, together with other objects stolen from the sports or¬ 
ganisation. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs avails itself of this opportunity to renew to 
the Snbassy of the United States of America the assurance of its consideration. 


Praha, June 13, 1955# 
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1 Flying Suit 
1 Leather Blouse 
1 Flying Helmet 
1 Pair of Flying Boots 
1 Parachute, Marked PAK No, 20856 

1 Packed Parachute, Marked PLK No, 70830 

2 Pistols, 9 nnn Calibre (Serial No, 20131 FB Radom 
VIS, Type 35, NR 1556? and Serial No. K A305 FB Radom 
VIS, Type 35, NR 15567) including 16 cartriges 
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Re Walter-Minor sports aircraft used in escape April l4 and 
Foreign Ministry's note June 15- 
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Subject Department's concurrence, intend send reply In substancCH 
as follows: 

Arrangements can be made immediately for return plane mentioned'^ 
note under reference. Embassy informed total storage charges 0) 
as of July 1 will be ^l480.00 plus $5 each day thereafter. Ad- j **’ 
ditlonal cost transportation to Czechoslovak border $424.00 JO m 
to Furth or $656.00 Waldsassen crossing point. Request infor- ® * 
tnatlon where and when Czechoslovaks desire accept delivery 01 

of the aircraft. It is assumed, of course, Czechoslovak GovernOl 
ment will unconditionally make prompt payment in free dollars 
US authorities to the US Government for all expenses Involved 
in the storage and delivery of the aircraft. 

With regard request for extradition Karel Kucera and Exdenek 
Nachmuller, Embassy has been Instructed Inform Ministry they 
requested and were granted political asylum. Also with the 
termination on May 5, 1955, of the occupation of Germany by 
US forces, any US jurisdiction over Messrs. Kucera and Nachmuller 
ceased. 
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For Bonn: Neither Furth nor Waldsassen are road crossing it 
only such point into Bavaria being Waidhaus-Rozvadov. Reo^e'^ ^ 
Embassy be Informed coat delivery Waldhaus crossing whlcffn la * 
point to which last delivery made and this will be Included in q £5^ 
note. Also request Information whether ddlivery to Waldsassen 
or Furth contemplated train or truck. 
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With reference to the Embassy's telegram No • 4-57 of June 28, 
1955 and the Department's telegram No. 2 of July 6, 1955, „ 

Is transmitted herewith the Embassy's reply to Czech Note No. 118 
of June 13 , 1955 which requested the surrender of two escapees 

and the return of the airplane and equipment used in an escape on 
April l4-, l'^55- The Embassy's reply was sent to the Foreign 
N.lnlstry on'Saturday, July 9, 1955- Information concerning cost 
of storage and delivery of the aircraft was contained in Bonn 
telegrams no* 7^4- oi' June 22> 19.^5 and no* 3 of July 8, 19^^» 
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Embassy of The 
United States of America 


Note No. 3 


The Embassy of the United States of America presents its 
compliments to the Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs and, 
with reference to the Ministry's Note No. Il8 of Juno 3f i955» 
has the honor to Inform as follows: 

Arrangements can be made immediately for the return of the 
V/al ter-Minor sports aircraft. The Embassy has been Informed that 
the total storage and other charges for the aircraft as of July 9, 
1955 amounted to in'.!, ^07 *00 and that the cost for storage is $3.00 

per day for each day after July 9 that the aircraft is stored. 

The cost of delivering the aircraft by truck to the Waidhaus- 

Hozvadov border point v/ould be $425*00. Information is requested 
regarding where and when the Government of Czechoslovakia desires 
to accept delivery of the aircraft. It is assumed, of course, 
that the Government of Czechoslovsikla will unconditionally make 

prompt payment in free United States dollars to the Government of 
the United States for all expenses involved in the storage and 
delivery of the aircraft. 

With regard to the request for the surrender of Karel Kucera 
and Zdenek Nachmulner, the Embassy has been instructed to inform 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs that these two men requested and 
were granted political asylum. 

The Embassy of the United States of America avails Itself 
of this opportunity to renew to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
the assurances of its high consideration. 


Prague, July 9, 1955- 
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SENT PRAGUE 22, REPEATED 


DEPARTMENT 925 


Reference Prague 
unnumbered. 


telegram 79 to Department, repeated Bonn 


Previous 
down by 


Mechanics 


timate storage charges for Czech sire 
FE as follows : 


raft broken 


103 man-hours at $3 per hour or $309 


Air police: 304 man-hours at $3 per hour or $912 
Rations: Three cases at $6 per case or $18. 


Tractor trailer: 50 miles at 

Two Volkswagon pickup trucks: 
or $11. 


$.25 per mile or $ 12 . 50 . 

100 miles at $.11 per mile 


Aircraft storage 


62 days 


$3 per day or $186 


Total storage charges as of June $201,448.50. For every day 
after June 20 $3 aircraft storage must be added. Total storage 
charges as of September $211,727.50. 
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ibaesy'e Koto of Saptember 30, 1955, Conoernlng the Walter-Minor 
Sports Aircraft • 


With reference to the desire of the Gsechoslovak Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs for a reexamination of the charges for the care> storage, and 

turn of the Walter-Minor sports aircraft, as indicated in the Stabascy 

telegram 79 of Sei^ember 9, 1955, there is enclosed the text of the 

baasy's Note No. 129 of September 30 which, on the basis of Babassy Bonn's 

telegram of September 21 on this subject, gives a breakdown of the oharges 
involved. 
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Harold C. Tadaler 
OhTgm d'Affaires a.i. 


te No. 129. 
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fiibasay of tho 
United States of Americ 


No* 129* 


The Qabaasy of the United States of America presents its compliments to the 
CaechoBlovak Ministry of Forei^ Affairs and has the honor to refer to the Mini¬ 
stry’s oral request of September 9# 1955> for a reexamination by the United States 
of the charges for the care, storage, and retixm of the Walter-Minor sports aircraft 

In response to the Ministry’s request, the ^basay has now been infomed that 
the charges for care and storage previously set forth in the Fhibassy'B Note No. 3 
of July 9 are broken down as follows: 

$309*0C for mechanics (103 man hoiirs at $3«CC per hoiar); 

$9*12,00 for air police (304 meui hoiirs at $3*00 per hour); 

$18«0C for rations (3 oases at $6.00 per case); 

$12,50 for tractor-trailer (50 miles at $0.25 per mile); 

$11,00 for use of two Volkswagen pickup trucks (100 miles at $0,11 per mile); 
$186,00 for aircraft storage (62 days to June 20 at $3*00 per day). 

The total charges incurred for care and storage consequently amounted to 
$1,443,50 as of June 20, The oost of storage for each day since that time has been 
$3*00, bringing the total figure to $1,754*50 as of September 30« As Indicated in 
the fkobassy’e Note under reference there would be an additional cost of $425*00 
for delivering the aircraft by truck to the Waidhaiis-RoavadoT border point. 

The ^d>assy wishes again to request an Indication as to where and tAien the 
Government of Cseohoslovakia desires to accept delivery of the aircraft. 

The Babassy of the Ikiited States of America avails itself of this opportunity 

e 

to renew to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs the assurances of its high consideration 


e, September 30, 1955* 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIAN GIFT OF AIRPLANE TO EG' 


February 6. 1956 
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On January 31 a Czechoslovakian airplane was presented to 
Prime Minister Gamal Abdel Nasser by the Czechoslovakian Govern¬ 
ment. The presentation vas made by the Czech Minister in Egsrpt* 
The ceremonyy at Almaza Airfield, Cairo, was attended by a nunbbr 
of officials, Egyptian Air Force officers and Journalists, In- , 
eluding the Chief of Staff of the E.A.F. After the Prime Mlnls^r 
had thanked the Czechoslovakian minister for the gift, a Czech 
pilot made a demonstration flight. Including aerobatics* 

The plscie is understood to be a twin-engined. 220 H.P., 
flve-soater light transport capable of flying up to 280 kilo¬ 
meters an hour* 
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Second Secretary of Ftabassy 
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SENT DEPARTMENT 2868, PRAGFUE 45, USAPE 555, 

Reference Bonn telegram Prague 22, repeated 
Department 925,- September 21, 1955- 


44'^. 


Information 


In view apparent lack Czech interest in return aircraft, 
U3APE now dispose of it? DEPTEL 215, January 15, 1955, 
concerned disposal previous Czech aircraft. 
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Transmitting Copy of Einbassy's Note No. 319 of February 28, 1956, 
concerning Walter-Minor Sports Aircraft• 








Enclosed is a copy of the Einbasay’s Note No, 319 of February 26, 195o^ 
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to the Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs concerning the return from 


Germany of a Walter-Minor 


For the Charge d*Affaires a.i 


Eni^ 

l/Co 
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(Closure: ' 

Copy of Note No, 319* 


Albert W, Sherer, Jr, 
First Secretary of Etabassy 
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£>nba68y of the 

No, 319. United States of America 

The Qnbassy of the United States of America presents its compli¬ 
ments to the Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs and has the 
honor to refer to the ^bassy's Note No, 129 of September 30, 1955, 
and previous correspondence concerning a Walter-Minor Sports Aircraft, 

In view of the fact that no answer has been received to the 
Qnbassy*s request for information concerning the disposition of the 
aircraft, the Government of the United States must assume, if no re¬ 
ply is received in the near future, that the Czechoslovak Government 
does not vfish to take deliver^’-. 

The liinbassy of the United States of America avails Itself of 
this opportunity to renew to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs the 
assurances of its high consideration, 

Prague, February 28, 1956, 
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ROBERT W OLfVER 
JAMES F BELL 

JAMES W CALLISON 
ROBERT H.SHORB 


LAW OFFICES 

Pogue 8c Neai- 

730 SOUTHERN BUILDING 
a05 FIFTEENTH STREET. N W 
WASHINGTON 5.D C. 

i'obi'uary 15, 19 57 
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TELtPHONC*' O I 

EXECUTIVE 3-0<U»0 ^ 


. Henry T. onov/don 
Cliie.L , Vviation Division 
Department: ol State 
Wasliin^ton 25, D.C. 

Dear Henry: 

I am wx'itinti to ask il it would be possible for 
you to furnish us with a copy of the note delivered by 
our {_’;overnmcnt, on October 9,^ 1956, to the Czecho¬ 
slovakians . 

As you will recall, this note v/as in response to 
the Czech claim relative to the ID Januai*y 1956 airplane 
crash, and requested tliat we be furnished with detailed 
evidence in supixort of the claim, and an opportunity to^ 
conduct our own investigation* Since our note has never 
been answered, we feel that a very strong inference arises 
that the Czech claim is false, and it would be of great 
value to include the actual text of our note in the final 
version of the Free Europe Committee booklet recently 
forwarded to you in draft form, 

I would like to discuss the above request with you, 
and will be calling you on Monday, February 18. 
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June 18, 1957 


'1 


-y 

■j 

4 

j 

•j 

4 


Mr. Henry Snowdon, Chief 
Aviation Division 
Department of State 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Hr. Snowdon; 


. .'.V' 


Many thanks for forwarding to us the Montreal teletype con 
talning the text of Council's resolution on the balloon matter, 
concluding with Council's decision "to take no further action" 
on the Czech complaint I 
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We are naturally quite anxious to have as many details 
ble concerning this action by Council, and therefore would 

(in duplicate if convenient) any available 
materials such as the mi nutes , and verbatims of the debate. I 
recall that an ACC summary was^ also available shortly after the 
previous discussion on April 11. 
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Many thanks again. 



Sincerely yours. 
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Robert H. Shorb 
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WASHINGTON 5.D C. 



Mr. Henry Snowdon, 
Aviation Division 
Department of State 
Washln^on 25, D. C. 


Chief 




Attt^er 8 8 1957 







mUCRSFr COMPHKY. Inc. 

general office 

SANTA MONICA. CALIFORNIA 


October l8, 1957 


G-Legal -980 


Samuel Klaus^ Esq. 

Assistant to the Legal Adviser 
Department of State 
Washington 25 , D. C. 

Reference: Your Letter Reference L/K dated 

September 24, 1957 

Dear Mr. Klaus: 

In accordance with your request, we forward 
herewith the affidavit of Edward Curtis, 
Director of Contracts. 

Please advise us if we can be of further 
assistance in this matter. 


EJS:ns 
Enel: 1 



Very truly your 


DOUCHiAS AIRCRAFT COMPANY, 

'A 


INC 



Elmer Stone 
Assistant General Counsel 
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